
Corona-secure 

research methods, 

for application in 

safe-distance 

circumstances

As the Netherlands are locked 

down in quarantine due to 

the world-wide pandemic, 

chances are that the research 

approach you have chosen is 

no longer viable. This sheet 

supports the process of 

rewriting your research plan 

by pointing out alternative 

research methods that can be 

applied in the current social 

distancing situation, making it 

possible to show the required 

level of research competency 

necessary for your 

graduation.

See the back side for more tips and inspiration!
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Did you plan a method that 
requires physical interaction 

with others?

Carry on, 
there is no 
problem!

Anna planned a user evaluation. 
Now she uses an online screen 

sharing tool to be able to see and 
hear what people are doing.

Can you change 
the communication channel?

Can it be done using online tools 
or the telephone?

Check whether your contacts 
are in a position to use the 
telephone or online tools
→ Consult with company and 

supervisor(s)
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Can you change 
the information source?

Can you acquire the information 
from a source not depending on 

direct social interaction?

Alex wanted to interview 
doctors in person, but resorts 

to a Skype interview with 
the medical association.

Consult less or different people
→ Consult with company and 

supervisor(s)

Can you adapt the method?

Is there a method that 
delivers similar information 

that may be useful?

Asya wanted to do a real-life 
test run for her prototype. 
She exchanges that for a 

simulation at her own place.

Trade methods for different ones 
that still provide valid answers to 

your research question
(see next page)

→ Consult your supervisor(s)

Can you adapt the question?

Can you rephrase the question 
so existing work suffices for 
providing a fitting anwer?

Alan wanted to interview
local soccer fans, but resorts 

to existing survey results
provided by the national 

soccer association.

Trade Field and Lab strategies for 
Library and Showroom 

(see next page), adapting research 
question as circumstances require
→ Consult your supervisor(s)



General tips

• Get inspired for other possible 

methods, for example at 

ictresearchmethods.nl and 

cmdmethods.nl

• A lot of existing work is 

available through the Saxion 

library, also from home, see: 

search.saxionbibliotheek.nl.

• Maintain regular contact with 

your company and school 

graduation coach.

• When you adjust your 

approach, consider the 

consequences.

• Create a daily schedule and 

check your planning regularly, 

to maintain progress.
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Methods inspiration (based on the DOT framework)

Field
• document analysis
• domain modeling
• explore requirements*
• focus group*
• interview*
• observation*
• problem analysis*
• stakeholder analysis*
• survey*
• task analysis*

Library
• available product analysis 
• best practices
• community research
• design pattern research
• expert interview*
• literature study
• SWOT analysis

Workshop
• brainstorm*
• business case exploration
• code review*
• decomposition
• gap analysis
• multi-criteria decision making
• prototyping
• requirements prioritization*
• root cause analysis

Lab
• A/B testing
• component test, unit test
• computer simulation
• data analytics
• hardware validation**
• security test
• system test**
• usability test*

Showroom
• benchmark
• ethical check
• guideline conformity 

analysis
• peer review*
• pitch*
• product review*
• static program analysis

DOT-framework
- HAN

ICT research 
methods - HBO-i

http://www.ictresearchmethods.nl/
cmdmethods.nl
search.saxionbibliotheek.nl
https://maken.wikiwijs.nl/129804/DOT_framework__EN_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/277003225_Proeven_van_Onderzoek_De_Methodenkaart_in_de_Beroepspraktijk_van_ICT_en_Media
http://ictresearchmethods.nl/Main_Page

